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Islam: The Misunderstood Religion by James A. Michener. 
 
What follows is a scan of an article from the Reader’s Digest May 1955 
edition. Whilst researching for the book, “The Noble, Revered Prophet of 
Islām” I came upon across many quotes regarding the Prophet () 

prior to the mid 1900s. In order to verify such quotes I set out attempting 
to find the originals wherever possible. One of the quotes was by a James 
A. Michener in the aformentioned edition of Reader’s Digest. To my great 
surprise, a vintage copy of the exact edition was available for sale in the 
United States. I purchased it and within two weeks it arrived. I have 
presented it here due to numerous requests received through twitter. 
 
One should note the general attitude towards Islām, Muslims and the 
Middle East amongst educated, refined gentlemen in bygone times when 
traditional values were valued and there was some degree of respect and 
one can compare such attitudes to what we find expressed these days 
through the pencils of uncouth, immoral cartoonists. Michener is not 
free of course from errors in his treatment of the religion of Islām but 
that can be overlooked by his general positive attitude. 
 

Abu Iyaaḍ 
9th Rabīʿ al-Thānī 1436H /  29th January  2015 
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